
ACTIVITY LEVEL:

Level 2

DESTINATION:

SPLENDOURS OF CHINA

DURATION:

14 days / 13 nights

FLIGHT INFORMATION:
Please arrange your flights to arrive into Beijing
Airport [PEK] on Day 1 and depart from
Shanghai Airport [PVG] on Day 14

PICKUP LOCATION:

Beijing Airport [PEK]

Full Itinerary

TALK TO OUR WELL
TRAVELLED TEAM OF

EXPERTS

0844 3350 197

Monday to Friday 09:00 - 18:00
GMT

JOURNEY SNAPSHOT

THE SPLENDOURS OF CHINA
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OVERVIEW
11 - 24 Oct, 2026

Join us as we head to China to discover the many splendours it has to offer. See the historic Forbidden Palace, Terracotta Warriors
& Great Wall, discover modern Beijing and Shanghai and many natural wonders along the way!

The date listed above is for our scheduled group departure. If you’d prefer to travel privately with friends or family,
we’d be delighted to arrange a bespoke tour on your preferred dates. Just contact us via email and we’ll take care
of the rest.

China is a unique country of many contrasts and our carefully crafted tour will allow you to discover its many splendours as we
work our way through the giant country.

Explore the hustle and bustle of some of the world's largest and most modern metropoli as we pass through Beijing, Shanghai and
Xi'an and we whizz through the vast countryside on high speed trains. We delve into China's history visting the Forbidden Palace,
seeing the hordes of Terracotta Warriors, enjoying a traditional dance show and meals and of course visiting one of the seven
wonders of the world, the Great Wall of China!

We'll also enjoy China's stunning scenery as we sail down the mighty Yangtze River to the Three Gorges Dam and head up into
the Yellow Mountains for sights not to be missed. This journey is one not to be missed.

ITINERARY SUMMARY

DAY 1 - Welcome to Beijing

DAY 2 - The Great Wall of China

DAY 3 - Exploring Beijing

DAY 4 - The Summer Palace & Train to Xi’an

DAY 5 - Terracotta Warriors & Traditional Dance Show

DAY 6 - Chongqing, Pandas & to the Yangtze River

DAY 7 - Cruising the Yangtze River

DAY 8 - Yangtze River Cruise

DAY 9 - The Mighty Three Gorges Dam

DAY 10 - Discovering Shanghai

DAY 11 - The Yellow Mountains

DAY 12 - Huangshan & its mountains

DAY 13 - Visiting Zhujiajiao & Xintiandi

DAY 14 - Goodbye to China and Home

Call: 0844 3350 197
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FULL ITINERARY
DAY 1 -  WELCOME TO BEIJING
You will be met on arrival at the airport in Beijing and transferred to your hotel where the rest of the day is spent at leisure.

This evening, we join together to enjoy a Welcome Dinner to meet your fellow tour members and your Big Journey Company Tour Director and
learn about your adventure ahead.

Included meals: Welcome Dinner
Accommodation: New World Hotel, Beijing (or similar)

DAY 2 -  THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA
Today is one of the highlights of your tour - a full day excursion to see the Great Wall of China.

The famous wall – notably one of the few manmade structures visible from space - stretches over 3,915 miles across China. A huge defensive
line, the wall was built in sections to protect the people against attacks from the north and is classed as one of the seven modern wonders of the
world.

After lunch and visiting the wall, we return to Beijing for an evening at leisure.

Included meals: Breakfast & Lunch
Accommodation: New World Hotel, Beijing (or similar)

DAY 3 -  EXPLORING BEIJ ING
We start our morning exploring some of Beijing, and China’s most famous sties.

The first stop of the morning is a visit to the Temple of Heaven, where past emperors performed rituals to ensure good harvests before passing
on to the famous Tiananmen Square.

After lunch in a local restaurant, we continue on to the Forbidden City. This beautiful complex was the Imperial Palace of China's emperors for
some 500 years!

This evening we enjoy a true Chinese and local food speciality, Peking Duck! We will enjoy this as part of a dinner in a typical courtyard
restaurant.

Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Accommodation: New World Hotel, Beijing (or similar)

DAY 4 -  THE SUMMER PALACE & TRAIN TO XI ’AN
This morning, we check out after breakfast and first head to the Emperor’s Summer Palace, located in the outskirts of Beijing.

This UNESCO world heritage site is a feast for the senses with open water and natural landscapes interspersed with palaces and pavilions. Our
visit of the gardens and pavilions allows us time to take in the beauty and history of the place.

After we will transfer to Beijing West Station for the high speed train to Xi'an, before boarding the train we have time to grab a bite to eat in
the station. Whizzing our way through over 700 miles of Chinese countryside, we will relax in 1st class seats as we travel at top speed and marvel
at the recent advances of travel in China as we head to Xi’an, formerly the capital of China.

Upon arrival, we transfer to our hotel, passing by Xi'an's famous bell tower and drum tower.

This evening we will head out to a local restaurant for dinner.

Included meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Accommodation: Grand Merjure Hotel, Xi'an (or similar)

DAY 5 -  TERRACOTTA WARRIORS & TRADITIONAL DANCE SHOW
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Today we visit another of China’s most famous sites - an excursion to the famous Terracotta Warriors.

They numerous statues, depicting soldiers, as well as chariots, horses, officials, acrobats and musicians were individually created by China's first
emperor in the 3rd century BC to guard his tomb for eternity. The figures were discovered in 1974 by local farmers. Varying in heigh depending
on their rank, they are said to number some 8,000 soldiers, 130 chariots with 520 horses, and 150 cavalry horses. It really is a sigh to behold.

This afternoon, we will visit the old city wall of Xi'an, one of the oldest and most complete examples in China.

In the evening, we will enjoy a "Tang Dynasty" song and dance show, evoking the sights and sounds of the Tang Dynasty when Xi'an was capital
of China.

Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Accommodation: Grand Nobel Hotel, Xi'an (or similar)

DAY 6 -  CHONGQING,  PANDAS & TO THE YANGTZE RIVER
We check out after breakfast make our way back to the train station to take the high speed train to Chongqing. 

Upon arrival in Chongqing, we will take you on a brief city tour, passing visiting sights such as the endangered and much loved pandas at the
local zoo.

This evening, we will enjoy a sumptuous dinner based on Sichuan Cuisine before we travel to the pier to join our luxury 5-star floating hotel to
cruise along the famous Yangtze River.

Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Accommodation: Isabella of Victoria Series (or similar)

DAY 7 -  CRUISING THE YANGTZE RIVER
Today, we get to spend a full day enjoying the stunning scenery of the Yangtze River.

We get the chance to relax and enjoy the luxury boat as we sail downstream through the Three Gorges. There will be shore excursions to enjoy
together and plenty of meals board as we float along.

Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Accommodation: Isabella of Victoria Series (or similar)

DAY 8 -  YANGTZE RIVER CRUISE
Another day enjoying the beautiful landscapes of the Yangtze River as we sail towards the Three Gorges Dam.

The Yangtze River is the longest in Eurasia, the third-longest in the world, and the longest in the world to flow entirely within one country. It is
China’s principal waterway, and its basin is China's great granary and contains nearly one-third of the national population

Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Accommodation: Isabella of Victoria Series (or similar)
Optional extras: White Emperor City excursion

DAY 9 -  THE MIGHTY THREE GORGES DAM
We awake and after breakfast it is time to disembark our cruise along the Yangtze River cruise as we head to the Three Gorges Dam.

Five times larger than the Hoover Dam at 1.4miles long, the Three Gorges Dam was completed in 2006 and is the largest hydroelectric plant in
the world and building of the dam displaced some 4 million people.

The cruise will arrive in the city of Yichang around lunchtime and after disembarkation, we transfer to the local station for our train ride to
Shanghai.

Upon arrival, we will be transferred to our hotel where the rest of the evening is at your leisure.
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Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Accommodation: Central Hotel Shanghai (or similar)

DAY 10 -  DISCOVERING SHANGHAI
Today we enjoy an amazing full day city tour around Shanghai. China’s largest city, one of the biggest global business hubs, Shanghai has it all!

Our tour will take in the modern and all the buzz, but also the old and slow. Our first stop is the Yu Garden and Shanghai old bazaar - a classic
Chinese house and garden in the old town district. The picturesque garden will seem a million miles from the glass and skyscrapers nearby.

This evening, we will cruise along the Huangpu River that flows through Shanghai, giving you the best view of the city's modern iconic and
illuminated skyline.

Included meals: Breakfast & Lunch
Accommodation: Central Hotel Shanghai (or similar)

DAY 11 -  THE YELLOW MOUNTAINS
We have an early breakfast today before we transfer to Shanghai’s HongQiao Station for our train to the Yellow Mountains.

China’s high-speed trains once again whisk us through the endless miles of countryside as we head to the city of Huangshan. Upon arrival, we
will enjoy lunch in a local restaurant, before we continue on to the foothills and take the gondola up the Yellow Mountains, also called
Huangshan.

Here we will have some time at leisure to walk as much, or little as you'd like to, enjoying the sights and soaking up the atmosphere as we watch
the sunset.

We have dinner together and some time at leisure at the hotel this evening.

Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Accommodation: Xi Hai Hotel (South Wing) Huangshang, (or similar)

DAY 12 -  HUANGSHAN & ITS MOUNTAINS
It is advised to rise early to enjoy the beautiful sunrise today as the rays peak over the Yellow Moutains.

We'll have breakfast at the hotel before a day exploring some of the peaks on the famous mountains.

Mid-afternoon, we head back down by gondola and transfer to Huangshan Town. Here we will visit the ancient street of Laojie before heading
once again to the station for our fast train back to Shanghai in 1st class seating.

We will enjoy our dinner on the train as we head to the bright lights of the big city and on arrival in Shanghai, we will transfer to the hotel where
we will be reunited with our large suitcases.

Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Accommodation: Central Hotel Shanghai (or similar)

DAY 13 -  VISITING ZHUJIAJIAO & XINTIANDI
After breakfast, we travel out of bustling Shanghai to the small 'water town' of Zhujiajiao, now situated on the outskirts of Shanghai.

The visit here makes for a very interesting contrast with the yesterday’s exploration of the busy world of Shanghai city. Old buildings line the
alleys and a maze of canals are criss-crossed by elegant bridges.

We return later to Shanghai to explore Xintiandi. This is the former French Concession, where old tenements have been transformed into a
lively area of upmarket bars and boutiques.

We join together one final time this evening for dinner to round off our two weeks in China.

Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Accommodation: Central Hotel Shanghai (or similar)
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DAY 14 -  GOODBYE TO CHINA AND HOME
This morning, it is sadly time to check out of the hotel and transfer to the airport to meet your flights home

Included meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: None
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W H A T ' S  I N C L U D E D

Meet & Greet at Beijing Airport [PEK] on arrival
Transfers included (subject to arriving/departing at the designated airport and staying at the tour hotel on the official tour dates)
Accommodation as detailed in the itinerary
Transport in an air-conditioned deluxe vehicle
Meals as detailed in the itinerary
High-speed trains in 1st class seating: Beijing-Xi’an; Xi’an - Chongquing; Chongquing-Shanghai; Shanghai-Huangshan; Huangshan-
Shanghai
English speaking tour guide
All activities, visits and excursions as detailed in the itinerary
Tour Director from The Big Journey Company as well as the local tour guide (subject to minimum group size being reached.)

W H A T ' S  N O T  I N C L U D E D

ATOL Protection

Economy flights into Beijing Airport [PEK] on Day 1 and from Shanghai Airport [PVG] on Day 14 - flight quotations available

on request, please contact us for further details
Drinks
Gratuities
All entrance fees to non-stipulated attractions
Visas, travel insurance
Any personal items and anything not mentioned under included in price above
Any meals not mentioned in itinerary
Any optional activities offered
Any COVID tests or related entry & exit requirements
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I M P O R T A N T  I N F O R M A T I O N
• Flights: International flights to/from your chosen destination are not included in this package. The Big Journey Company
will be happy to provide a quotation for your flights—please contact us for further details.
• Vaccinations & Health: Vaccinations may be recommended depending on your destination. Please consult your doctor
or travel clinic for the most up-to-date medical advice.
• Visas & Entry Requirements: Entry requirements vary by destination, and a visa may be required. Please refer to the
travel tips section for full details. It is your responsibility to ensure you have the necessary travel documentation prior to
departure.
• Medical Needs: Please inform The Big Journey Company prior to travel of any medical conditions or medications you
take that we should be aware of to help ensure a safe and enjoyable experience.
• Accommodation Check-in/Out: Unless otherwise stated in your itinerary, check-in is after 2–3pm and check-out is
before 10am. Please note that hotels may be subject to change to the same or similar standard due to availability.
• Cancellation Policy: Cancellations made within 90 days of departure are subject to a 100% cancellation fee. Deposits are
non-refundable, and balance payments are due 14 weeks prior to departure. It is your responsibility to ensure adequate travel
insurance is in place to protect against the need to cancel your holiday.
• Minimum Numbers: The Big Journey Company host will accompany the tour should minimum guest numbers be met.
We will confirm this closer to the departure date.
• Terms & Conditions: Further terms and conditions apply and will be provided upon request or at the time of booking.
The Big Journey Company reserves the right to withdraw any offer prior to accepting a reservation. This does not affect your
statutory rights. All offers are subject to availability and space is limited.
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B O O K  Y O U R  J O U R N E Y

Choose from the list of dates below

11 OCT - 24 OCT 2026 FROM £6,215 PER PERSON.

Call to Book

0844 3350 197
Monday to Friday 09:00 - 18:00 GMT

Call: 0844 3350 197
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